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Introductions

Kyoto is an old and historical city. The visitors
to Kyoto are increasing year by year. For the
Japanese, Kyoto is said as land of Japanese
hearts. But not only for Japanese, but also for
foreigners, Kyoto is a very attractive city!

So there are many English guidebooks about
Kyoto, and they introduce various nice and
beautiful places. They say what is access to
Kyoto, which are the places to visit, and what
transportations to use. But | never see how you
can go to Kyoto, how you can use
transportations, and what are the basic manners
of Japan. If the Japanese speak English well, it
might not be problems. But unfortunately most of
the Japanese cannot speak English frequently.
So even if you ask someone here, you may not
get clear answer. Kyoto is international city, off
course, there are many English indications, but
sometimes they are not enough for you.

| often go abroad for business trips. | also buy
guidebooks beforehand, and I feel in the same
way. The information what | really want to know
is not included!

Since | was born in Kyoto, | have lived here.
Based on my experiences, | wrote this book
especially focusing on “HOW?” from the view of a
native resident. So even for the first time Kyoto
visitors, this book will be a big help! | hope that
this book will be useful for you and make your
travel delightful.
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1. Arrival at Kansal
International Airport

Kansai International Airport is located in the
south- east area of Osaka City, and it's on an
artificial island. It opened in 1994, and is one of
the largest airports in Japan. In Japanese,
Airport means KU-KOH. We often call it KAN-KU
in short. So you can see or hear “KAN-KU”
everywhere in the airport. KAN-KU welcomes
you as a starting point to Kyoto!




- Arrival Gates-

After you finish immigration, you go out to the
outside. The arrival gates are on the 1% floor of
the Kansai
International
Airport
Building.
There are
north and
south arrival
gates.

-Money Exchange-

Beside the arrival gate doors, there are money
exchange counters. In Kyoto, it’s hard to find
places where
you can
change
money except
at larger
hotels. So it's
better to
change
money here.

<Kinds of Japanese Money >
There are 4 kinds of bills and 6 kinds of coins

<Bills> <Coins>
10,000YEN 500YEN
5,000YEN 100YEN
2,000YEN 50YEN
(RARELY SEEN) 10YEN
1,000YEN 5YEN

1YEN
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2. Access to Kyoto

Here, | explain the major three ways to go to
Kyoto. Most of the first visitors to the new places,
they tend to feel nervous. Especially when you
visit the places of different language.

Many guidebooks show what accesses you can

use, but do not include how you can go there in

details. Here I will show you the complete guide
to Kyoto!




- Where is Kyoto?

Kyoto is located in the western part of Japan.
We call the western part as KANSAI.
The other famous cities such as Osaka, Kobe,
and Nara are also included in the KANSAI
member. You may notice that KANSAI is also
used as airport name. Yes, you are right! Now
you know the meaning of KANSAI.
On the other hand, we call the eastern part as
KANTOU. Generally speaking in Japan, KANSAI
has its own culture, and the people are very
friendly and have much humor.
But in KANSAI also, each city has its own culture,
and the people are different.
In Chapter 5, | will explain what is Kyoto people.
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-How you can go to Kyoto?

There are three major ways to go to Kyoto
from the Kansai International airport.
Here | explain each way in details with pictures.
So you don’t have to worry any more, and you
can reach to Kyoto smoothly!
The following shows comparison. Please select
your preferable one.

(S‘IEi)r?gi Cost Comfort
JPY2,980
1) (non-reserved)
JR 72 to 85 min. JPY3,490
<Japan Rail <Running (reserved) Better
Way> Every 15 min.> JPY4.220
(HARUKA) (reserved
upper class)
2 105min.
Limousine <Running JPY2,300 Good
Bus Every 30 min.>
About 100min
3) or more
Shuttle Taxi (Depending on JPY3,500 Good
your
destination)

* The prices and conditions are as of November, 2007.

Comment

(1)
JR
(HARUKA)

It's rather expensive, but t is the fastest and
the most comfortable.

2
Limousine
Bus

Compared with JR, it takes longer time. And
due to traffic conditions, the time may differ.
But it's less expensive. If you want to save
money, it's better.

()
Shuttle
Taxi

Several passengers ride on the same taxi,
together and the taxi brings them directly to
each destination. If your HOTEL is not near
the Kyoto station, it might be better and save
money. But you need to reserve by phone or
the internet beforehand.




(1) JR HARUKA<Japan Rail Way>
This is the most popular way to Kyoto. Most of
foreigners use this.

- Go to the second floor, and go across a brldge
to the JR station. L

- You can see the JR
station entrance with
BLUE indication.

< There is another
company rail way
station, NANKAI with
red indication. >

- You can find ticket vending machines in front of
the JR entrance. There are two kinds of
machines. Use the green ones at the right side.
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3. Accommodations in
Kyoto

Visitors from foreign countries to Kyoto are
increasing year by year. To welcome many
visitors, there are a lot of accommodations in
Kyoto city. There are two kinds of
accommodations. One is Hotel and, another is
RYOKAN. There are many websites or
guidebooks that introduce available Hotels and
RYOKANSs in Kyoto, but here, | focus on
explaining the differences, and give you tips for
your selection.




- What is a RYOKAN?

RYOKAN means Japanese traditional style inn.
If you would like to experience the Japanese
style, it's a good chance. Before selecting,
please check what is RYOKAN and know the
differences between HOTEL and RYOKAN.

Here | picked up RYOKAN's unique styles and
manners.

(1)OKAMI

OKAMI is a landlady of a RYOKAN. She
welcomes travelers courteously with deep bow at
the entrance At RYOKAN most of the staff wear
KIMONO( Japanese style wear). Not like HOTEL,
every RYOKAN has a landlady and she is the
head of RYOKAN.

(2) ROOM
RYOKAN'’s rooms are a traditional Japanese
style, and called WASHITSU. TATAMI mats are
used for flooring and it has sliding doors called
SHOJI or FUSUMA. A table is in the center, and
when you sleep, the table is moved aside and
FUTON(bedding) is prepared on TATAMI mats.
The size and number of the rooms depend on
number of 3
persons and
prices. If you
select luxury
room the
size and
number of
rooms
increase.
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4. Transportations in
Kyoto

In Kyoto, there are many places to visit. The
major transportations are buses and subways.
But for the first time visitors, it seems difficult to
use them. Most of the guidebooks say to use
which transportations, but no book explains how
to use them in details. Here | will explain how to
use them and how to save money!




- Which transportation do you use?

In Kyoto there are several transportations.
Depending on your tour style, please select. If
you want to ask a tour guide, you can use a taxi
or a tour bus. You can cover the major famous
places with English explanations, but it’s rather
expensive. If you want to move around by
yourself, its better to use buses or subways, and
the prices are also reasonable. Here | explain
each case, and please select your favorite ways!

(1) Bus

This is the most common transportation. In
Kyoto there are many bus lines. So by riding
buses, you can go to the most of the famous
sightseeing places, and the prices are also low.
But depending on traffic conditions, it takes
much time and it tends to be crowded especially
during the peak seasons.

And there is one more thing that foreigners are
confused. That seems to be difficult and no one
tell you clearly in English! In this chapter, | will
explain the way to ride on a bus and how to save
money.

Here | explain to start your trip from the Kyoto
station. There is a big bus terminal and there are
major bus lines that cover all the famous
sightseeing places. At the Kyoto station bus
terminal, city bus and several private company
buses (KYOTO bus/KEIHAN bus/JR bus/TANBA
bus) are available. For sight seeing, you use City
bus. And if you want to go to OOHARA area, you
need to use Kyoto bus.



<City Bus>
Light Green with green stripe

L L

L Ty

<Kyoto Bus>
White with red stripe

<JR Bus>
White with blue stripe  ( No need to use)
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9. Kyoto Bits of Knowledge

Here | explain some Kyoto original features to
make you more familiar with Kyoto. Kyoto is
considered as an old city, but old and new
features are harmonized! Here you can find
different side of Kyoto. And | will also give you
useful information to travel and walk around
Kyoto.



- Kyoto City Data

To make you understand
Kyoto more, | introduce some
Kyoto city related data.

4%
‘%r"!-;d!

Mark of Kyoto City

<Population>
Kyoto has the 8th largest population in Japan,
and the number is about 1.5 millions. If we
say Kyoto, this means Kyoto prefecture or
Kyoto city. |think the foreigners’ image of
Kyoto is equal to Kyoto city. Kyoto city aree
small, but Kyoto prefecture is larger and it has
many different and attractive views tc

<City of Students>
In Kyoto city, there are more than 30 of
universities and collages. The number of
students is 140,000. The student ratio to its
population is the highest in Japan.
For students, Kyoto is also attractive and ha
good environment to learn. So in Japan, we
Kyoto as City of Students!

JJ

<Kyoto’s Sister Cities>

Kyoto has 9 international sister cities.
Is your city included?

Paris/ France 1958

Boston / USA 1959

Cologne / Germany 1963

Florence / Italia 1965

Kiev / Ukraine 1971

Xian / Chine 1974

Guadalajara / Mexico 1980

Zagreb / Republic of Croatial981

Czech Republic 19




- Historical City, Kyoto

What is Kyoto attraction? In Japan, Kyoto is
often said as land of Japanese hearts. Not only
foreigners, but also Japanese feel attractions for
Kyoto. In 794, Kyoto became the capital city and
it continued until it was moved to Tokyo in 1869.
So Kyoto is very old city with 1,200 years history!
You can see the track at Kyoto Imperial Palace.
It is located in the center of Kyoto city with large
area. Until 1869, successive emperors had lived
there. It is a calm and discreet place.
Old temples and shrines are still remaining
everywhere in Kyoto. When you walk around you
can easily find such places. The number of
temples in Kyoto prefecture is more than 2,600,
and most of them are in and around Kyoto city.
Kyoto’ interesting point is mixture of old and new
features. When you visit here, you can feel it!

< Kyoto Imperial Palace>
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6. Dinning in Kyoto

In Kyoto, we have many restaurants. But most
of the restaurants have no English menus and
no English speakers. So you may have
difficulties. Here, | will give you some ideas to
solve the problems and give you some tips about
easy dining in Kyoto.



- Where is restaurants where they have
English menus?

The answer is the restaurants in larger Hotels.
There are several restaurants in a hotel such as
Japanese, French, Italian restaurants and so on.
Off course the staff can speak English, so you
can order what you want. But the prices are
higher.

- If you want to eat traditional Japanese

foods:

(1) The best way is to eat at Japanese
restaurants in a larger hotel. Usually in larger
hotels, famous Japanese restaurants have
tenants there. And the food quality is also high
and you can taste real traditional Japanese
foods. But as | mentioned, the prices are rather
expensive.

(2) The second way is to stay at a RYOKAN. In
Japan, dinner and breakfast are included in
RYOKAN'’s accommodation fees. After taking
bath, you can taste dinner in relax. But there are
several levels of RYOKAN. If you stay at a luxury
RYOKAN, the foods levels are also high. But if
you select RYOKANSs with lower prices, the
foods level might be also low. So please select
proper level of RYOKAN considering your
budget!
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/. Departure

Finally you go back to your own country! The
way to go to KANSAI airport is the same that |
explained in Capter2. You use JR, bus, or
limousine taxi. Here | will explain some different
points, and give you some tips after arriving at
the Kansai International Airport.



- Go back to the KANSAI International Airport
How to use HARUKA and limousine are the
same with the explanations in Chapter 2. Here |

explain the different points.
(1) JR HARUKA<Japan Rail Way>

Near each gate, you can find tickets vending
machines. There are two types. Please use
green ones not blue ones. Or you can buy a
ticket at the ticket office( called MIDORI NO
MADOGCHI). If you need help, you'd better ask
the staff of the ticket offices.

The track is the same with the arrival, track 30,
near the central gates. But some HARUKA stops
at a different track.

So before riding,

please check the

electric indication

boards that show the

time and track No.

Check the
HRUKA No, time,
and track No.
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